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draw nearer to France doubtless interfered with the complete realization of the BismarcMan plan. But Bismarck never considered it beyond his capacity to solve a problem of that kind. He was engaged upon it when his new master, William II, abruptly requested him to resign, and with his resignation a new period in European history begins.
All that was before 1890. The Zeitgeist was to grant William II less than ten years in which to justify his dropping his pilot. The year 1898 is the third critical date since the close of 11? Franco-German Emperor had broken the career of Bismarck, but he had inherited the Bismarckian policy. That he might pursue that policy in his own way, it was necessary that the Tsar Alexander should disappear. Alexander died only in 1894, after having signed a defensive military alliance with France in 1892. That is to say, the fall of Bismarck had unquestionably hastened the completion of the negotiations that had been proceeding for some five years between France and Russia. But the young Emperor, on taking office, was too buoyantly optimistic, and too keen-sighted, to concern himself over the conclusion of an alliance, as to the pacific character of which he had received the most reassuring information. While France was interpreting that pact as an earnest of the recovery of Alsace-Lorraine, William II well knew that it confirmed once again the European status quo. Relieved of all anxiety on that score, the new Master looked out upon a new Germany: a Germany increasing in wealth, industry and foreign trade, a Germany which, under the protectionist system applied from 1880 to 1891, ' had grown so rapidly, so miraculously even, that Bismarck had hardly understood the first syllable of the new economic j gospel which he had himself inspired. Surveying this exhilarating spectacle, and beholding the German acquisitions in the Cameroons and at Samoa, William II inaugurated a new era for which he was to find the formula a few years later in his famous appeal delivered from the steps